The Oracle 


Newsletter of the Silver Springs Radio Club 


Oldest Radio Club in Marion County, FL 


K4GSOus 


President’s Message 


Well, we had a few exciting days this past week. A late 
season hurricane (Nicole) decided to visit our state and 
county. Fortunately, she decided to lose some 
strength as she progressed across and up the peninsu- 
la. County CERT teams were activated but it seems we 
came through without a great deal of damage. | know 
there were some trees downed but hopefully everyone 
came though unscathed. 


There will be more about our Hamfest from Elbert, but 
the more folks we have for setup and cleanup the fast- 
er both those activities will go. Of course, our vendors 
have good products if you’re looking for equipment or 
accessories. Hope to see everyone there! 


One of the most important meetings of the year is up- 
onus. Elections for the leadership who will carry our 
club into the next year and beyond is here. Come and 
vote for your new leadership team. 


Also at this meeting will be Scott Roberts, Section Man- 
ager of the ARRL North Florida Section. He will join us 
via Zoom and let us know what’s happening in the sec- 
tion and the ARRL as a whole. 


Our membership is extremely knowledgeable in all as- 
pects of our hobby. If you have a particular interest 
and expertise in any area, please consider sharing that 
knowledge through a presentation at a monthly 
meeting. If you need help putting the info into a Pow- 
erPoint, etc, we have folks who can help you with that. 
You may provide that spark to get someone into a new 
facet of ham radio. 


We won’t be holding an organized Operating Day for 
November because it falls on Thanksgiving weekend. 
We hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiv- 
ing celebration. If you’re traveling on the road, drive 
defensively. Most of all, enjoy being with friends and 
family! 


Looking forward to seeing you all at our meeting on 
Tuesday! 


Next Meeting 


Tuesday, November 15 
Green Clover Hall 


319 SE 26th Terrace, Ocala 
6:00 PM Mentoring & Socializing 


7:00 PM Meeting 
Program: SM Scott Roberts, KK4ECR 


Via Zoom 


Election of Officers 


SSRC Board of Directors, first Tuesday, 7:00 PM, 
Green Clover Hall 


Upcoming Events 


Hamfest Setup — December 2 
First Christian Church, Ocala 


SSRC Hamfest — December 3 
Including VE Testing at 10 AM 


Silver Springs Radio Club Net 
K4GSO Repeater, 146.610, PL 123 


Mondays at 7:30 PM 


SSRC Proposed Slate of Officers for 2023 
Nominating Committee: Ron Viola KS4SW, Adam Parker 
NY5E, Angelo Mianulli, KO4IPV 


President—Hayden Kaufman, N2HAY 
Vice President—Adam Parker, NY5E 
Secretary—Gray Moffet, KC3DWY 
Treasurer—Tim, Trombley 


Directors (3 will be elected) 


Carl Berry, KCSCMX 
Andy Allen, NA4DA 
Bobby Gordon, KM4VCZ 
Phil Hogan, W8PNZ 


John Pace, KSGMT 
Roger Staley, K4AZFW 
Terry Strey, KN4FMH 
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Membership/Events 

Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K, Membership & Events Chairman 

HAMFEST 2022: Total Contacts by Band and Mode: 

Hamfest is upon us, so saddle up! The date is December 3rd Band CW Phone Dig Total % 


at First Christian Church, 1908 East Fort King Street, Ocala. 


Doors open at 7:30am and runs to around 3:00pm. Setup 80 0 0 12 12 

for the event takes place on the morning of December 2 with 60 0 0 10 10 2 

vendors arriving by mid-morning. 40 0 21 22 43 10 
30 0 0 1 1 0 


We have 18 members who have committed to work the 


event. This is not hard work and many thanks to those who 20 24 207 30 261 63 


have stepped up to help. For those who are not working the a 0 28 4 32 8 
event, please come out and support the club. Visit the Me- 15 16 11 7 34 
morial Hall to patronize the commercial vendors — without 12 0 ) S 6 1 
their attendance and participation, we could not afford to 10 1 0 14 15 A 
have Hamfest. We will have some non-commercial vendors 
and displays in the Fellowship Hall. Please visit them as well. 41 267 106 414 100 
That’s also where we will setup the raffle cages. If you have 
been studying to upgrade your license, VE testing will take Total Contacts by Continent: 
place at 10:00am in the FCC library. Also, don’t forget the 
tailgate area. This has proven to be extremely popular and a Continent Total % 
great place to find some deals, meet new friends and general NA 346 84 
fellowship. EU 44 11 
The FCC Scout Troop will be providing food for a small charge SA 10 2 
to help support their operations. Please visit the Scouts for Oc 6 1 
lunch and help them out. AS 4 1 
AF 3 1 
The final operation plan and final assignments will be out- Eu 1 0 
lined at the November General Meeting. Please email me at 
kq3k@cox.net with any questions. Total = 7 
MEMBERSHIP e Total Different Countries: 46 
Our club continues to grow with more members just about e Total Different CQ Zones: 24 
every month. Weare pleased to welcome our newest mem- e Total Contacts by State & Province: 206 in 43 
bers who were approved at the October General Meeting: different entities 
e =Gary W. “GW” Whittaker, KQ4DGF, General (now Extra Total Contacts by Operator: 
eff 11/8/22) 
e Toby A. Mathews, NOBNP, General _ Operator Total % 
KN4MIV 162 39 
We have one pending application for the November meeting. NYSE 87 21 
This will bring our active membership up to 102 of whom 99 N2HAY 52 13 
are licensed and three associate members. 
KT4WA 41 10 
Also returning back after a leave of absence is Robert Smith, KQ3K 39 9 
WI1X, Extra, and his XYL, Kathleen, who is studying for her K4LOX 18 4 
HeSee KANDZ 10 2 
SSRC 75'" ANNIVERSARY — FINAL RESULTS nWSes _ : 
Thanks for all those who participated in the 75" Anniversary Total = 8 
of the club. We had participants operating from Perry Field 
and several from home stations — all using the K4GSO call About a dozen paper QSL cards have been received and 
sign. All of the logs have been received and consolidated those have been answered with our special QSL card. The 
into one final report. How did we do? Read on for the key remaining contacts will be sent electronic cards commem- 


statistics. orating the event. 
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PARKS ON THE AIR (POTA) OPERATORS 
Darrell Franchuk, KG4CCB 


Over the past several months, | have conducted an informal survey of POTA Activators. As | am just a casual POTA 
Hunter, the sample size is limited to just 16 Activators who responded to my query. There were a handful of addi- 
tional contacts who did not respond or who didn’t have an email address listed on QRZ.com. Rather than conduct 
the survey on-air, | chose to follow up the contact with an email so that | did not interfere with the Activator’s con- 
tact-making. Following is a summary of survey results. 


The most popular radios used were the FT-891 and IC-7300 (6 and 5 respectively) followed by the FT-991A 
and FT-857 (2 each). 

The most popular antennas used were wire antennas (11), Wolf River Coils (6), MP1C vertical (1), and 
Hamsticks (5). 

The most popular bands used are 20m and 40m (nearly all). 

Power supplies are most commonly LifePO4 (13), generally Bienno and ranging from 9ah to 20ah. Two 
Activators use two 20-ah batteries in parallel. 

Activation frequency was varied; daily, weekly, and monthly; most commonly a couple times each week. 
On average they operate for about 3 hours per session and travel approximately 50 miles. 


Below is an overview of a few Activators, using information from their QRZ.com web page. 


James, KE8PZN, is an extreme sports enthusiast who has owned an MMA gym and currently has a 
YouTube channel, Ham Radio Adventure Guy. At the time of our contact, he was on a month-long POTA 
trip. 


Brian, W3ATT, seems to prefer off-the-road POTA activities. He did SOTA activations when he lived in Vir- 
ginia, but his current QTH in Pennsylvania lacks the summits so he does POTA. He may pack in on foot and 
set up on a rock or a tree log or he may ride in on an off-the-road motorcycle and operate from a picnic 
table as he was doing on the day that we made contact. His QRZ.com page show his extensive home 
shack and antennas. One of his unusual (to me) activities is CW 
on satellites. 


Dirk (aka, Rick), KSDGR is a naturalized citizen having immigrat- 
ed to the US in 1999 and achieving citizenship in 2012. He and 
YL have been full time traveling since 2017 ina motorhome. At 
his home shack he operates with an ATAS120A mobile antenna 
supported on a satellite dish mount. 


Jan, K4QD naturally gravitated to portable operations after his 
time in the USAF operating as a technician in a tactical commu- 
nications unit in the mid-60s. He and his wife currently cruise with a travel trailer which gives him plenty 
of opportunity to find new parks to activate. 


Continued on next page 
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e Tom, W5STIL, is a Vietnam veteran who spent most of his time 
working on R390A receivers. He has a nice, clean entry point with 
lightning arresters for his 75-10 EFHW and VHF J-Pole at home. 


e Greg, WD5GN\X, is one ofa 
few who uses a trailer hitch 
bracket to support a collapsible 
mast. Another is Al, NSKAE who 
operates from his pickup truck 
_and takes advantage of the vehi- 
cle battery. He also uses a rooftop mag mount with Hustler resonators. 
For his trailer hitch bracket Al created a homebrew DX-Commander style 
vertical with a MFJ mast and four lengths of %-wave 14-ga wire. Check 
out his QRZ.com page. Another trailer hitch bracket user is Dave, 
W5FYR. He puts Hamsticks atop his mast. His pickup cab interior looks 
like a mobile command center. 


Below is the data in tabular form. A few replies included additional, interesting information too extensive to include here. 


Power 
setae oe ff ata a ee 
WRC, Wire, Hamsticks, 20/ 5-80 
ital sg alt saps = est tel 
reese pe ceo ee 
KE8PZN James 2/17/2022 991A EFHW Bienno daily 
20 / 3-5/ 1.5-2 
IC- 23ah 20 / 
Hustler Mobile, 14AVQ, Deep 1-3 up to 
Duracell 20 / 1/ 
Esta, [a i |_resde _ ctla eeti 
WRC with 17ft chameleon Dakota 17/ 45-50 
ee ee eed ee 
Batt, 15/ 
Bienno 20 / 100+ 
ee Og Pn PP bd fg POP 
Hamsticks on vehicle or 30ft Bienno 20 / 
IC- 20ah 20 / 7/ 
FT- Linked dipole, EFLW, verti- 9ah 20 / 
Lieste least anole’ aie = Iain alee lt 


Continued on next page 
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20ah 
LifePo 


IC- 
W4DAX 7300 Wolf River Coil T1A 


[alee ee ee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee eee ee eee eee eee eee 


Marion County Traffic Net 
Gray Moffett, KC3DWY 
ARES Net Manager 


Welcome to the home of the Marion County Traffic Net The MCTN is the local affiliate of and 
is sponsored by the American Radio Relay League’s National Traffic System. The primary 
function of the MCTN is to handle formal Radiogram message traffic as part of the NTS. We 
encourage you to visit the NTS website for training materials and other resources 


http://wwwarrlorg/NTS 


The MCTN meets Monday 8:00 PM on the 146.330(-) repeater, PL 
tone 123. We encourage everyone, with or without traffic, to check 
in. If you need assistance or have questions about anything we do on 
the MCTN, or if you have any interest in becoming a member of the 


MCTN staff, please contact the Net Manager. 


[alee ee ee ee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee eee eee eee 


November VE Test Results 
Jim Burgess, KN4MIV, SSRC VP/Test Liaison 


Here are the results of the test session held on Tuesday, November 8, 
2022. Seven people signed up and showed up to test for a new license 
or upgrade to their current license. 


e =Jose Martin, KQ4EHZ - New Technician 

e = Jeff Gordon, KQ4EID - New Technician 

e = Craig Reitz, KQ4EIE - New Technician 

e Ethan Rodriguez, KQ4EIC - New General (passed Tech & General ) 
e Gerald Mucci, KKAGMU - Upgrade to General 

e = Patricia Davis, KQ4BRW - Upgrade to General 

e = Gary Whittaker, KQ4DGF - Upgrade to Extra 


Thanks to all of the VE's that volunteered their time to work the test 
session (K4LOX-Doug, N4LZ-Maurice, KY4BD-Roland, KO40IG-Kim, 
KC5CMX-Carl, KW5BG-Bill). | received notes of appreciation from some 
of the people that tested. 


VE's lined up for the Hamfest test session: (N4LZ-Maurice, KALOX- 
Doug, KY4BD-Roland and W3HII-Woody). 


TVARC Holds General Class Course 
Brad Castelli, KNOB 


The Villages Amateur Radio Club is holding a free in 
person General license course. Class will meet once 
a week for seven weeks followed by an ARRL/VE 
License Exam on Monday February 27th. The 
course is free and open to the public. Amateur Gen- 
eral Licensing Course on Monday evenings, Jan. 9 - 
Feb. 27, 2023 in The Villages, Florida. More class 
details and study resources are listed on the club 
website; www.K4VRC.com (“Interested in becoming 
a ham” tab). You are encouraged to get your 
friends to sign-up too, so you can study together. 


Info: kn9b@arrl.net 
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SILVER SPRINGS RADIO CLUB 


2022 HAMFEST 
Soturday, December 3, 2022 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
1908 EAST FORT KING STREET, OCALA, FL 34471 
DOORS OPEN AT 7:30 AM 


Grand prize and door prizes 


Grand prize tickets separate from door 


prize tickets. Admission ticket stub 


good for door prizes only, Both tickets 


available at the door only! Additional 
Grand Prize tickets $5 each. 
No online sales 


VE Testing 

One session only at 10:00 AM 
Bring two forms of ID & FRN + 
ECC Reference copy, if upgrading 
Test Fee $15 cash 

Test slots are limited. 

Pre-register at KAGSO.US 


Active military and first responders in 
uniform and kids under 12 free. 


Must buy tickets for Grand Prize. 


Additional Grand Prize tickets $5 each. 


Ham Food and drinks available for 
purchase from Scout Troop 439 


General Admission 
Taiigate ~ Car & Driver 
Each Extra Tailgate Space 
Additional Person 


Grand Prize 


VARS FTM. S000 


Commercial Vendors 
Tower Electronics 
Signman Of Baton Rouge 
Hamworld 
J T Communications 
Paradan Radio 
Nitefire Electronics 
And others 


Flea Market & Tailgate 
Inside flea+narket tables 
in Fellowship Hall 


Separate Tailgate area on “first-come 
first-parked basis." 
No advance reservations. 
(Bring your own tables and chairs) 


TALKIN ON K4GSO 
VHF 146.610 PL-123 


CHECK BACK FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ON THE SSRC WEBSITE: 
SO US/HAMEE ST 


SPECIAL NOTE; 
By attending the SSRC Mamfest, you are acknowledging that an inherent risk of exposure to COVID- 
19 ests in any public place where people are present. You assume all risks related to exposure to 
COVID-48 and agree not to hold the Silver Springs Radio Ciub, First Christian Church, or any of their 
Grectors, officers, employees, vendors or votuntrers liable for any iliness or injury 


2022 SSRC Officers 


President - Bill Gillespie, KW5BG 


HamCation 


Needs You!! 


Michael Cauley, 
WA4ORL, General 
Chairman 


HamCation: 
as 


February 11-13, 2023 


The largest hamfest in the southeast US, 2" 
largest in the world needs your help! Ham- 
Cation is managed and operated by volunteers. 
Without volunteers, HamCation would not be 
able to happen each year. It takes hundreds of 
volunteers each year to help run HamCation 
and 2023 is no exception. 


For more information to include a description 
of each volunteer position needed and its du- 
ties and to sign up go to: wwwhamcationcom/ 
hamcation-volunteer. Be sure to read the direc- 
tions as each volunteer needs to submit the 
form and we asked that only one area is select- 
ed each day. If you want to volunteer in more 
than one area in a day, please submit a form for 
each position You will then be contacted by the 
Chairman of the area you volunteer for to cre- 
ate a schedule based on your availability and 
our needs. 


Secreta! 


Directors: 
Mike Condon - W9MNC 
Wayne Brown - N4FP 


Vice President - Jim Burgess, KN4MIV 

- Gray Moffett, KC3DWY 
Treasurer -Tim Trombley, K8TAT 

Past President - Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K 


Hayden Kaufman - N2HAY 


Club Minutes and 
Financial Reports 


SSRC 
Information 


Committee Chairs 


Membership & Events — Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K 


Trustee K4GSO — Wayne Brown, N4FP 
Newsletter — Marty Brown, N4GL 


SSRC Logo 
Shirts & Caps 


Green Clover Key Card 

Perry Field Access 

Membership Application 
Buy/Sell/Trade 

QST NFL — NFL Section Newsletter 
Silver Springs Radio Club Website 
NEL Section Website 

WA7BNM Contest Calendar 
NG3K DX 


